THE NOMINATION OF HARDING.

Upon a platform that has produced
general dissatistaction, the Chicégo
convention presents a candidate whose
nomination will be receiv%d,,wlth a9-
tonishment and dismay by the partly
whose suffrages he invites. VVARREN
G. HarpiNgG is a very respectable Ohio
politiclan of the second class. He has
never been a 18ader of men or a
director of policies. For Yyears &a
protézé of IORAKER, he rose to a
subordinate office by favor of ** Boss ’’
Cox of Cincinnati. Beaten by JUDSON
HARMON in the contest for the Gover-
norship in 1910, he has ne}r-er shown
independent strength in his own State
save when he was named for Senator
in 1914, having a mujority of a little
more than 100,000 over his Democratic
competitor; and outside of Ohio he has
only such strength as he now derives
from his place at the head of the Re-
publican ticket. Senator HARDING’S
record at Washington has been faint
and colorless. He was an undistin-
guished and indistinguishable unit in
the ruck of Repubiican Senators who
obediently followed Mr., LopGe in the
twistings and turnings of tl}at states-
man's foray upon the Treaty and the
Covenant. *

The nomination of HARDING, for

whose counterpart we must go back
to FRANKLIN PIErcE if we would seek

a President who measures down to his

political stature, is the fine and perfect

flower of the cowardice and imbecility
of the Senatorial cabal that charged
I{self with the management of the Re-
publican Convention, against whose
control Governor BEECKMAN so vehe-

mently protested. Rejecting LEONARD
\Woop, probably the strongest candi-
date with the people the party could
}\ave chosen, because they knew he
would never be dictated to by them,
they favored Governor LOwpEN until
BoraH served upon them his notice of
g veto of that nomination. EORAH was
commanding and trucﬁlent because le
knew that ne had to deal with a group
of white-livered and incompetent poli-
ticians. If Republican leadership had
not failen into the hands of pigmies
the chief men at Chicago would have
told BorRAH to bolt and be hanged, just
as upon the issue of the l.eague the_y
would have defied JounsoN to ‘do his
worst. But they ran like a frightened
flock,' surrendered everything, Mr.
LopGE finally throwing off all disguises
and standing out as the open foe of
the Covenant of the League of Na-
tions, even with his own reservations.

What has befallen the Republican
Party of the early days, the party of
sixty years ago, when it was possessed
of moral purposes, or of forty and
thirty yvears ago, when it could still
profess to have them and find be-
levers?

W’hesre are its leaders that can be
compared to MORRILL, SEWARD, HALE,

"Prarr of Connecticut, OLIVER P. MoOR-
TON, SUMNER, BLAINE, CONKLING and
a dozen others who rose to high places
in the party councils? And, if the
question be not too.unfeecling, where
and what are its principles, if any it
have? Party control, exercised by a
group of Senators, is divided between
LopGe on the one hand and Borax
and JoHNSON on the other. None of
them, none of theilr accomplices in
party degradation, would have come
‘within hailing distance of the foremost
rank of party chiefs in the brilliant
days of Repubiicanism. And for prin-
ciples, they have only hatred of Mr.
WiLsoN and a ravening hunger for
the offices.

Governor CooLipgE for Vice Presi-
dent really shines by comparison with
the head of the ticket. - He at least is
a man of achievement, he is known to
the party and to the nation. When
the police force of Boston went.on
strike he showed himself to be a ni‘an.
He met that menace to the: public
safety with courage and determination,
and the nation rang with praise of
him. It is fortunate that not a word
is to be =aid against the character of
either candidate. They are irreproach-
able. But that does not compensate
for the lack of achievement, for the
colorlessness of the candidate for first
place, or for the manner in which his
nomination . was brought about, It
will be felt and sald everywhere that
the Democrats at San. Francisco have
received from their opponents at
Chicago the gift of a splendid oppor-

tunity.

Ehe New JJork Eimes

Published: June 13, 1920
Copyright © The New York Times



